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Footnotes and sidesteps from the political races

SA

In the running

Bringing new life to the party
peoneanser o s A
Democrats’ slump

STRONG TEXAS

By KIMBERLY RAILEY
Staff Writer
krailey@dallasnews.com

For Texas Democrats — a party shut out of
statewide office since 1994 — an image makeov-
er might not be abad idea.

That’s the opinion of advertising and design
experts who say the party doesn’t have much to
lose by shaking up its brand.

The Dems face tough odds in the GOP-heavy
state. Starting with Attorney General Greg Ab-
bott at the top of their ticket for governor, Re-
publicans are poised to sweep all statewide races
in the November election.

A revamped look could be one strategy to
bounce back.

“You need to get voters to make different con-
nections,” said Lucy Atkinson, an assistant ad-
vertising professor at the University of Texas at
Austin. “One way to do that is a logo or image
they’ve never seen before.”

The current Texas Democrats logo features a
light blue map of the state, emblazoned with a
navy star.

Atkinson said the party may want to use red,
white and blue in a new concept — patriotic col-
ors regularly found in campaign advertising.

At the national level, the Democratic Party
uses a logo that has a blue “D” inside a blue cir-
cle. For years, donkeys have been a fixture in
Democratic designs vs. the Republicans’ ele-
phant.

Including the donkey could be a wise move,
said Gary Wilcox, a UT advertising professor. It
signals what advertising experts call “brand eq-
uity”

But the experts caution that a spruced-up
image isn’t a cure-all for the party’s poor stand-
ing.

“A visual symbol won’t impact that much un-
less you have a message that’s cohesive,” Wilcox
said.

To get started, The Dallas Morning News
turned to three Texas design firms to suggest a
new look:
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Are You Experiencing
Any of These Symptoms?

e Fatigue

® |[nsomnia

e Memory Loss

e Unexplained Weight Gain
e [ ack of Sex Drive

® |rritability

e [nability to Think Clearly
e Excessive Stress

e Mood Swings

e Depression

If you answered yes, you may be suffering needlessly. Dr. Connie Casad can
help you feel vital and healthy while slowing and managing the effects of aging.
Don't age “ungracefully”. A customized program emphasizing wellness, disease
prevention and balanced hormones is critical to maintaining health and wellness.

exercise are a proven safe and effective medical tool.

If you want to pursue the path to real health, select a clinic
that allows you the time you need with the physician. Where
some bioidentical clinics only offer nurse practitioners or
physician assistants, Dr. Casad sees you, listens to you,
treats you as you work together to restore your health by
understanding the cause of your symptoms. For almost

30 years, Dr. Connie Casad has been known for her medical
expertise and the time she invests with her patients. Personal
patient care and specialized training makes her uniquely
qualified to help you.

Call 972.566.5335 to schedule your
FREE BHRT Telephone Consultation

(Most insurance accepted. Medicare not accepted.)
12200 Park Central Drive, Suite 200, Dallas, Texas 75251 » www.bio-identicaldoctors.com

FREE VIDEO SERIES AVAILABLE

Hormones, Health, Wellness & You
Call the office today at 972.566.5335 for more information.

Feeling Sick and Tired?
Dr. Casad Understands

Bioidentical hormones used with nutritional supplements, proper diet, and regular

HOPE starts with you BLUE starts with you

#TexasYOURTexas

The MOD Studio in Austin said the party must show voters the power they

ing off the state song. Hashtags would further engage a young and tech-savvy
crowd, launching a digital conversation, said art director Bianca Krause.
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Earn a $50 Bonus? when you open a new Optimizers
High Yield Savings Account with a balance of $10,000 or
more by November 21, 2014.

Call us at 1-800-753-6870 or visit us at myoptimizerplus.com
to open an account using promo code FallSpecial.

' Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 10/5/14 and subject to change at any time before or after account
opening without notice. Rates are variable and subject to change any time without notice after the account is opened.
The minimum balance required fo earn the advertised APY and to open an account is $0, but you must maintain a
minimum balance of $50 to avoid a $5 monthly service charge. Fees may reduce earnings. Visit myoptimizerplus.com for
current rates, terms and account requirements. Offer applies to personal accounts only. Funds must come from a source
outside Synchrony Bank.

2 To receive the advertised bonus of $50, you must deposit at least $10,000 of new funds in your new Synchrony Bank High
Yield Savings Account by November 21, 2014 and maintain a minimum balance of $10,000 for 90 days. The bonus will be
credited to your account approximately 90 days after your account is funded and will be reported to the IRS as interest.
One bonus per customer.
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